Vitamin E Deficiency in Dogs

A VITAMIN E defiency in puppies of litters from dogs maintained on
a diet of commercially evaporated milk, characterized by a progressive
muscle paralysis, has been reported.

Symptoms of muscular weakness and paralysis in the fore and hind
legs were observed about the twentieth day after birth. A general lack of
muscle tone and hypersensitivity to pain seemed quite characteristic, to-
gether with a marked denudation of the head and limbs. X-ray photographs
revealed no faulty bone development.

At the same time the dams began to exhibit signs of a deficiency, with
a marked loss of weight, and the development of sores on the teats and
other areas subjected to abrasion.

By feeding vitamin E (synthetic a - tocopherol) to the pups and the
dams, symptoms were alleviated and recovery took place, if the therapy
was initiated before the symptoms became too far advanced.

This deficiency has been reported in experimental studies on rats,
guinea pigs and rabbits, but this is the first instance on record of the defi-
ciency in dogs.

*H D. Anderson, E. A. Elevhjem and J. E. Gonce, Jr.
Proc. Soc. Exp. Biol. and Med., Vol. 42. No. 3, 1939, page 750.
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